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Ratcheting Up the Three R’s 
All Subjects Instructional Unit Plan 

Subject: English Estimated Length of 
Unit: 9 weeks 

Beginning Date: Projected 
Ending Date: 

 Course: Unit 2 Perseverance Grade: 7th 

Unit Theme, Big Idea, or Essential Question: 
What does it mean to persevere? 

 
1.  How do individuals, real and fictional, use words and actions to demonstrate perseverance? 
2. Can war be considered an act of perseverance?  
3. How can disabilities be overcome?  
4. What makes a person a hero? 
5. What are the defining features of drama? 
6. What can we learn from the challenges that have been overcome by others? 
7. What choices can we make when faced with adversity?  

 
 

UBD Stage One-Desired Results   

A. Students will be able to independently use their leaning to… (Transfer Goals) 
1. use close reading to gain textual evidence analyzing characters and their motivations 
2. use text examples of character quotes to draw conclusions about characters 
 
 

B. Students will understand that… 
1. That there are different forms of communication 
2.  A person’s disability does not limit their disability to learn 
3.  Communication is a two way process of reaching mutual understanding, which requires more 
than one person to be successful 
4.  communication requires interpersonal and intrapersonal skills (speaking, listening, observing, 
questioning, processing, analyzing, and evaluating) 
 

C. Students will know… 
1. How to present clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
2.  To provide topic and concluding statements. 
3.  How to use quotations as examples in developing your topic. 
4.  How to use appropriate transitions in writing. 
 

D. Students will be Skilled at… 
1. Evaluating their own evidence in arguments. 
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2.  Note taking 
3.  Selecting of evidence to enhance writing 
4.  Editing and revising of own writing 

Frameworks and Common Core State Standards 
   
    

Frameworks 
CCSS Reading CCSS Writing CCSS Speaking 

and Listening 

 
 
 
 

RI.7.1 
RI.7.2 
RI.7.3 
RI.7.3 
RI.7.4 
RI.7.5 
RI.7.6 
RI.7.8 
RI.7.9 

W.7.1a 
W.7.1b 
W.7.1c 
W.7.1d 
W.7.1e 
W.7.2a 
W.7.2b 
W.7.2d 
W.7.2e 
W.7.2f 
W.7.3a 
W.7.3b 
W.7.3e 
W.7.4 
W.7.5 
W.7.6 
W.7.7 
W.7.8 
W.7.9a 
W.7.9b 
W.7.10 

SL.7.1a 
SL.7.1b 
SL.7.1c 
SL.7.1d 
SL.7.2 
SL.7.3 
SL.7.4 
SL.7.5 
SL.7.6 
——————— 
LANGUAGE 
 
L.7.1a 
L.7.1b 
L.7.1c 
L.7.2a 
L.7.2b 
L.7.3a 
L.7.4a 
L.7.4b 
L.7.4c 
L.7.4d 
L.7.5a 
L.7.5b 
L.7.5c 
L.7.6 
LP.7.31a 
LP.7.31f 
LP.7.3.3a 
LP.7.4.1f 
LP.7.4.1g 
LP.7.4.3b 
LP.7.5.1a 
LP.7.5.1d 
LP.7.5.2a 
LP.7.6.1c 
LP.7.6.1d 
LP.7.6.1e 
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LP.7.6.2a 
LP.7.6.3a 
LP.7.6.3b 

Unit Specific Vocabulary 
 
Braille 

UBD Stage Two-Evidence 

Pre Assessment   
• Attach Copy at the End of the Unit 

Traditional Assessment Each unit of study should have a traditional assessment with at least 1/3 
of the points possible coming from constructed response questions.  

• Proposed Date for Traditional Assessment _______________  
• Attach a copy to the end of this unit. 

B. Project-Based Assessment Choose four options for this Unit of Instruction that students can 
choose from for their project-based Assessment.  

• Create a handout that lists the four options and includes instructions and a rubric 
for each choice.  

• Proposed Date for Project-Based Assessment Presentations __ 
• Attach a copy of the handout explaining the choices for the project and how to 

obtain the rubric  to the end of this unit. __________ 

Alternative Assessment or Big Finale ------What choices will be given students for this Unit?  
  

    
      Comic Strip Diary 
Interview                 Letter to the Editor 

Poem or Song  Slideshow 
Newspaper Story Radio Program 
Newscast  Monologue  
Press Conference Play 
Brochure Model 
Essay Oral Interpretation 
Soundtrack Essay 
Rewrite  
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Introducing the Unit 
Anchoring Activity 

This activity should engage the students and establish the relevance of the entire unit of study. 

Anchoring Activity 
Video Clip,  
Song,  
Poem,  
Current Event 
Brainstorming Activity 
Socratic Seminar 
Other_______________ 

Description of Anchoring Activity 

 

 

Now that you have established what the students need to know and be able to do at the end 
of this unit of study, now plan the day-to-day learning experiences.  

Overview of the Teaching Activities for this Unit of 
Instruction 

 

UBD Stage Three-Learning Plan 

Lesson # 
Date/Day 

Teaching/ 
Delivery Method (What I will say or do) 

Check for Understanding  
(What will the students say or do) 

Day 1-3 Turn lights off or blind fold students and 
asked them to perform a specific task. 
Ask them to write about the experience 
and share in small groups. 
 
Ask them to perform a task just by using 
hand signals, 
Imagine if they could hither see nor hear. 
 
Explain parts of a play/drama, how to 
read the dialogue and the purpose of stage 
directions. 
 
Introduce the main characters in the play 
“The Miracle Worker.” 
 
Read and annotate the bios of Helen and 
Anne. 

Discussions monitored for insights. 
 
Students take notes of relevant information 
as it related to a play. 
 
Students annotate and discuss characters. 

Day 4-7 Discuss any unfamiliar words/terms. 
Teacher reads demonstrating voice tones 

 
In journal, write a working definition of 
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according to play directions. 
 
Ask “What does persevere mean and 
what does it take to persevere?” 
 
What can we learn from challenges that 
have been overcome by others? 
 
What choices can we make when faced 
with adversity? 
 
Have students note any characteristics 
that are needed to persevere. 

persevere. Write a short paragraph about 
someone who you believed have persevered 
or about someone who just gave up. 

Day 8-12 Post a variety of literary symbols (dove, 
apple, eagle, mirror, fire, etc.) for students 
to view. Have them brainstorm the 
meaning of each symbol when it is used in 
a narrative. Consider why author’s use 
symbolic images within text. 
 
Review reading. 
Read for character traits and locate and 
explain symbolic images used by William 
Gibson. 
 
Describe the emotional reaction Helen’s 
parents seem to have toward her. Would 
you call it predictable? Healthy? 

 
Brainstorming discussion monitored. 
 
Notes are taken on character traits of all 
important to play. 
 
Explain parents emotion and your opinion 
about them. 

Day 13-15 Introduce unfamiliar words or phrases.  
Read independently. Work with students 
to develop a definition for symbols. 
Determine that universal symbols are 
recognized wherever they are used. 

 
Students engage in a think-pair-share to 
identify and explain the meaning of 
additional symbols. (Archetypes teacher 
resource) 

Day 16-20 Review previous reading and new words. 
Read, then direct students to describe the 
use of the literary technique of flashback. 
 
Analyze the author's use of the doll and 
the key. 
 
What challenges are faced by the 
characters in the play? 
 
Do they overcome them, if so, how? 

 
In journal, tell what flashback is and give 
examples. 
 
Keep notes of various objects used as symbols 
in the play 

Day 21-25 Review of reading and unfamiliar words 
and phrases. 
 
Have students read pp. 90-to bottom of 
102 and use sticky notes to mark places 
where “water” is referenced in the text. 

References about water visually monitored. 
 
Quickwrite must have details from the text to 
support ideas. 
 
 



Helena-West Helena School District 
 

Spring 2015 
 

 
Engage students in a quick write to 
respond to the following questions: What 
is the archetypal meaning associated with 
the image of water in literary texts? How 
does this meaning apply to events and 
characters in The Miracle Worker? 

 
Start developing essay about 
perseverance. 

Essay plan 

Day 26-30 Reread all or part of the play. Many 
critics have described this play as a story 
of strength. Who do you think is the 
stronger of the two characters and explain 
your feelings. 
 
Continue essay writing. 
 
Watch the movie version of the play and 
write a brief description comparing and 
contrasting them. 

Journal response to question with 
explanation. 
 
Introduction, well developed 
 
Take notes while watching movie 
and turn in description of movie and book.. 

Day 31-35 Choose a character from the book and 
write a character sketch of that person. 
Rubric provided. 
 
You are probably familiar with the saying 
“Where there is a will, there is a way.” 
How does this saying apply to the message 
in The Miracle Worker? 
 
Helen Keller’s story is a remarkable 
example of how people can “beat the 
odds” resulting from disability and other 
health problems. Choose another figure 
who has beaten the odds. Create a written 
report or a video documentary on the 
individual of your choice. Explain how 
this person’s triumph, like Helen Keller’s, 
is like a beacon to us all. 

Character sketch with rubric. 
 
 
 
Journal response to question. 
 
 
Student written/typed report on another 
remarkable person who has beaten the odds. 

Day 36-40 Review of previously learned skills. Nine weeks test 
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